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2019 Membership Fees are Due 
 
We are pleased to let you know that you can now pay your annual fees by e-transfer.  
 
Simply follow these easy steps: 
 

 On your on-line banking site, select e-transfer and add GORA as a contact 

 Select to notify by email at the following address:  gora.argo@gmail.com 

 Choose a security question and response 

 Send $25.00 

 Send the response to the security question to gora.argo@gmail.com 

 Print and complete the membership form (attached); scan and send to 
gora.argo@gmail.com OR send by mail to GORA, P.O. Box 490, Otter Lake, QC J0X 2P0 

 
You can also pay by completing the Membership Form (attached) and mailing it along with a 
cheque for $25.00 to GORA (address above). 
 
We encourage all of you to spread the word about GORA with your cottage neighbours and 
help to make them aware of our mandate and the importance of protecting our beautiful lakes.  
We can be a more powerful voice with more members who can help support the work we do. 
 
New Logo for GORA 
 
Creative minds on the GORA Board have been working to design a new logo for GORA which we 
present at the top of this page. Thanks to Patricia Lindsay and Kris Cartier-Lafleur for coming up 
with a great new design.  It will be used in communications material as well as on our new road 
signs to be installed. 
 
New Website Address:  gora-argo.org 
 
We encourage you to check it out and hope that you find it useful.  You will find GORA’s mission 
and objectives, a list of GORA Board members and their contact information.  You will also find 
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information on water clarity testing that is done each year as well as information on invasive 
species and boat washing. 
 
Water Clarity Testing 
 
GORA completed the lake water clarity testing for 2018.  The results for Hughes Lake, Little 
Hughes Lake, and Farm Lake were submitted and should be available by June 2019 at the 
following Government of Quebec website: 
http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/eau/rsvl/relais/index.asp 
 
We encourage you to check out this website. It contains previous years’ results going back to 
2010 for all four lakes. Thank you to Stewart Wilson (Farm Lake) and Nick Cushman (Hughes 
Lake) for doing the secchi disk testing in 2018 and providing the results.  Thank you to Kim 
Johnston (McCuaig Lake) for volunteering to do the testing on McCuaig Lake and Little Hughes 
Lake.  We look forward to having a full set of results for all four lakes in 2019.  
 
Highlights from Annual General Meeting 2018 
 
An update on the boat washing station was provided to the members.  In May 2018, the 
Municipality of Otter Lake installed a high pressure power washer at the Municipal Hall’s garage 
on 15 Palmer Street. We were very pleased with the support of Council for this undertaking and 
for all of the work involved in making it happen. 
 
Going forward, we plan to determine the best approach to make boat washing mandatory.  We 
will work with Council through the Ad Hoc Committee on Boat Washing to discuss this very 
important matter. 
 
We discussed the need for new signage for GORA.  As you may know, there have been signs at 
the entrances to the lakes for several years.  Some of these signs have deteriorated to the point 
of collapse.  We are currently in the process of getting quotes for new signs that we plan to 
have installed at each of the entrances to the village.  The objective is to promote GORA and 
encourage cottage owners to become members.  
 
Members of Council attending the meeting were Ivan Leblanc (pro-Mayor), Carlen Lafleur, 
Desiree Tremblay, and Robin Zacharias. Mr. Leblanc provided an update on Municipal activities.  
A new part-time building inspector was hired (Gabbie Morin). The Municipality is working to 
have more enhanced internet service in Otter Lake. A new walkway is being created to encircle 
the grounds of the Recreation Hall on Farm Lake.  The walkway will have benches installed and 
plaques that highlight some of the history of Otter Lake. 
 
GORA Board Members 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, we’d be happy to hear from you. You may get in 
touch via email at gora.argo@gmail.com 
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Board Member Lake  Position  Board Term Ending 
 
Jennifer Quaile Farm  President  2019 AGM 
Paul Linneboe  Hughes Vice-President  2019 AGM 
Stewart Wilson Farm  Treasurer  2020 AGM 
Susan Desabrais Farm  Secretary  2019 AGM 
Joe Bones  Hughes Director  2019 AGM 
Helene Boulet  Hughes Director  2019 AGM 
Patricia Lindsay Hughes Director  2019 AGM 
Nick Cushman  Hughes Director  2020 AGM  
Dorothy Langman Farm  Director  2020 AGM 
Terry Lafleur  Farm  Director  2020 AGM  
 
 
Hughes Lake Loon Watch (2018 Summary), submitted by Patricia Lindsay 
 
The focus of this report is primarily on loon activity observed on Hughes Lake, however, other 
sightings on Little Hughes and Farm Lake reported by GORA members are also included. 
 
As the summer of 2018 comes to a close and vibrant coloured leaves begin to fall, so do other 
changes begin with the migration of the Canada geese seen in September and the early days of 
October. Loon activity on Hughes Lake was encouraging this year as we saw the arrival of one 
baby loon on our shimmering waters.  June 2, 2018 serves as this writers’ first recorded sighting 
of loons on Hughes Lake. What a thrill it was to see the return of two adult loons, first spotted 
in the inlet of a sunny southern bay. And so another year of bird watching begins! 
 
Loons are recorded as generally having two hatchlings per season. This was the case in 2016 on 
Hughes Lake, but not this year. It wasn’t until July 27, 2018 that this bird watcher caught her 
first glimpse of a very small baby loon swimming alongside an adult loon. Sightings continued 
throughout the summer and into the fall. In late September, the young loon was found to be 
swimming further and further distances from the adult loon that accompanied it. We now wait 
to see how long our beloved loon family will remain on the lake before they head south. (A very 
cold October 26 serves as my last recorded sighting of a lone loon on Hughes Lake.) 
 
Unfortunately, no baby loons were seen on Farm Lake although there were hopes early in the 
season that a nest might have been made near the shores. This hope was dashed and the lake 
soon became the preferred gathering spot for large numbers of adult loons. This was the 
situation on Hughes Lake last year in 2017. It is encouraging to know that the loons did return 
and that there were so many to be seen on the lake. One observer described the activity as 
resembling a “big party”! 
 



A fellow cottager from Hughes Lake reported seeing two baby loons with an adult loon on Little 
Hughes Lake. Hopefully, they thrived and will return to our region when they are able to make 
the long trek back. 
 
Other species of birds seen on and around the lake include the great blue heron, frequently 
sited on Hughes Lake. It was seen along the shores throughout the summer and late into the 
fall. Six common merganser babies and one adult thrived throughout the summer about the 
lake.  It was such a delight to see them maintaining a straight line formation as they swiftly 
moved across the water. Turtles in a variety of types and sizes were observed in the waters of 
Hughes Lake. On occasion, deer were seen leaping into the woods. The odd tree frog appeared 
as if out of nowhere and a wide range of birds were again seen and heard throughout the 
summer and into the fall. These included such species as hummingbirds, red-headed 
woodpeckers, whip-poor-wills, robins, cardinals, blue jays, warblers, wild turkeys and sea gulls 
to name a few. A surprise visitor, a double-crested cormorant*, was sighted on Hughes Lake in 
late August in a quiet bay leading to the fast moving creek headed for Otter Lake. Finally, on a 
chilly afternoon on November 4, 2018 an Otter was seen cavorting in the icy waters of Hughes 
Lake. 
 
This has been quite a cottage season, here’s hoping that 2019 will bring with it more reports of 
a vigorous environment, despite the climatic challenges we all now must face.   

 

*Identification confirmed by The Stokes Field Guide to the Birds of North America by Donald and 
Lillian Stokes 
 
Did you know? 
 
Before having a fire, check out the by-law concerning “Precaution against fire” which can be 
found on the Municipality website (www.otterlakequebec.ca). 
 
Certain types of construction materials are now accepted at the Dump. The supervisor will determine 
the fee to be paid based on estimated weight and amount of materials. More details can be found on 

the Municipality’s website (www.otterlakequebec.ca). 
 
Having trouble with beavers on your property?  It is recommended that you call the office of 
the Game Warden located in Campbell’s Bay (819) 648-2108. They can assess the situation, 
make recommendations, and/or give permission to take action. 
 
Next AGM and Annual BBQ 
 
The next AGM will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 13, 2019 at the Otter Lake 
Recreation Hall.  A free BBQ for members will be held following the meeting. 
 


